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    There are some Daily 

Devotion (Quiet Time) books 

in US based upon “Pocket 

Companion series” by 

Andrew Murray. However, 

there are articles which are 

totally different from those in 

the first English version of 

“Pocket Companion series” 

about 100 years ago.  This is 

one of motivation to make the 

original English version 

freely available to everyone. 
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   The English version of 

“Pocket Companion series” 

started when Andrew 

Murray was in his old age. 

The series include 12 

booklets, and there are 31 

short essays each. For Daily 

Devotion, there is basically 

one short essay each day. The 

booklet “The secret of the 

faith life” is one of the series, 

which is published in 1916 

before Andrew Murray died 

in 1917. 







THE SECRET OF · 

THE FAITH LIFE 



A PRAYER 

ASKED of God, " Give me a word 
Of power, that mortals never heard, 
That through the earth like flame shall fly 
And quicken souls that sleeping lie. 
The old words are outworn, that long 
On banners flamed, or throbbed in song. 
Love traffics, faith is in eclipse, 
And silent are the prophet's lips. 
Some new great word of thrilling tone 
From out the choirs of heaven loan, 
That I may cry it through the earth 
Till faith and Jove shall have new birth." 

Then waiting in the silence dim 
Where dwelt the dreadful cherubim, 
I felt a voice say, low and deep: 
"The old words still their power keep. 
Cry them again, and cry, and cry, 
The human heart shall give reply. 
There are in all the heaven above 
No mightier words than Faith and Love." 



THE 

SECRET 
OF 

THE FAITH LIFE 
A 

POCKET COMPANION 

BY 

REv. ANDREW MU~RA Y, D.D. 
AUT HOR OF 

11 
THE PRAYER LIFE 1

11 IC WITH CHRIST IN THE 

SCHOOL OF PRAYRR," "ABIDE IN CH RIST," 

"THE HOLIEST OF ALL," ETC. 

MORGAN & SCOTT LD. 
OFFICE OF "'(!J;l;e QI;l;ristian '· 
IZ, PATERNOSTER BUILDINGS 

LONDON, E.C. MCMXVI 





INTRODUCTION 

IN the first little volume of this 
series, '"{he Secret of Intercession," 
the aim was;. to rouse Christians to 
some right sense of the wonderful 
place that <;od has given to Prayer 
in carrying out His purposes. This 
would lead to a sense of the respon­
sibility and the privilege of being 
a royal priesthood for dispensing 
<;ad's blessing to the Church and 
the world. 

That little book led some to a 
deeper insight into the terrible lack 
;here is in the Church of definite 
and continual supplication, and to 
the inquiry as to what might be 
the reason of so much feebleness in 
prayer. The answer appeared 
to be very simple - that <;od' s 
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people did not know Him aright, 
and did not give Him that supreme 
place in Prayer which He has a 
right to. er hey did not know that 
in prayer everything depended upon 
our meeting Qod; giving Him 
time for us to come under the full 
impression of His holy Presence ; 
and, above all, giving Him time, 
too, to reveal Himself It was to 
put these truths as clearly as poss­
ible that "'l?ie Secret of .,/[dora­
tion " was issued. 

In the writing and use of that 
little book the writer was led to see 
that all the evil of which we are 
speaking is owing to the lack of 
faith. 'rlie great majority of Chris­
tians are content with the initial 
faith that gives the pardon of sin, 
and the hope of eternal life. 'But 
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they have little idea of the wonder­
/ ul promises of Qod given to a full 
and strong faith. Such as these­
that He will cleanse the heart, so 
that they shall love the Lord with 
all their heart and all their soul ; 
that He will write the law so by 
His Spirit in the heart, that His 
child can boldly say : " I delight 
to do Thy will, 0 my God " ; 
that He will so give His fear in 
the heart, that they shall never 
depart from Him ; and that He 
will perfect them in every good 
work to do His will. 

Such promises are regarded by 
most as being altogether beyond the 
sphere of practical religion; they 
may be beautiful ideals, but their 
experience is simply an impossibility. 
'They have never learnt to know 
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with what an almighty power Qod 
is willing to work in them. 'They 
have never learnt to know how 
completely the Holy Spirit can take 
possession of a man utterly given 
up to Qod; how really Jesus Christ 
can literally dwell and Hve His life 
in the heart fully surrendered to Him. 

ufs I thought of such promises, 
I felt how little, in " 'The Secret 
of rA'doration," I had been able 
to put before the reader the precious 
thought that in every approach to 
Qod he ought to come with a large 
and ever larger faith to worship 
this great and holy 'Being, Who is 
able actually to work in us beyond 
what we can ask or think. It was 
to satisfy thoughts like these that 
this little book came out of my heart. 

Some who have read thus far 
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may feel at once that the book is 
not f or them ; they know they are 
Christians, but they have not time 
for what so evidently appears be-
yond their reach. 'They have not 
the time to listen, as we call them 
to come and think of an Jllmighty 
<;j-od, and what He is able to do in 

fu(filment of His Word. 'They 
have not time or courage to enter 
into a school for the deeper life; 
they trust in Christ, and are will­
ing to do their utmost to serve Him, 
even though it be on a lower level. 

73ut there are others, I am sure, 
whose hearts are yearning for 
something better than what they 
have know n. 'They long, oh, so 
earnestly, 10 know Jesus Christ 
their loving 'l(edeemer, in the 
power of the Holy Spirit which 
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He has promised, to serve Him 
with that love which keeps His 
comm::mdments and always abides 
in His love. 

They would fain ha·ve it dis­
covered to them what is the secret 
cause of their feebleness; of their 
unbelief; of their impotence to in­
fluence others around them; of their 
failure in every attempt to live the 
prayer life in the joy of daily per­
sonal fellowship with Christ Jesus. 

It is for such that this little 
book has been written, with the 
one desire of pointing out the path 
that leads to the full knowledge 
and love of (jod. The chief thoughts 
are very simple, and yet very large. 
The ,,Almighty (jod, to Whom 
nothing is too hard, ojf ers with 
His omnipotent power to work in 
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them every day what they need 
for a life such as He would have 
them live. 

This r:/flmighty and most loving 
<;Jod claims justly that they shall 
surrender their whole being, all 
their life and time and strength 
e·very day to His keeping, and to 
the fulfilment of His commands. 

ui.nd this ,,/{/mighty <;Jod is to be 
waited on every day with a child­
like confidence that He will reveal 
Himself as <;Jod to work out in 
them all the purpose of His will. 
everything depends on giving the 
r:/flmighty <;Jod His place, on yield­
ing our whole life to His service 
and His working in us; and then 
the conscious assurance that His 
mighty power will work m us 
what is to us impossible. 
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May every reader be brought 
under the deep conviction of how 
such an c/J.lmighty (jod, with His 
wonderful promises, deserves and 
claims to be met with a strong, 
whole-hearted faith in every ap:­
proach to Him. He is worthy of 
it; and nothing less will suffice for 
our daily life but a faith which 
takes possession of and masters 
our whole being, and ever keeps 
us waiting on (jod, entirely at His 
disposal. 'l'he whole (jod offers 
Himself to us. Has He not a 
right, is it not in the very nature 
of things an absolute necessity, that 
the whole man, through e·very 
moment of his life, be yielded up to 
this blessed and most glorious (jod? 

'Just one thought more. In our 
study of what (jod wants His 
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people to be, and undertakes to 
make them, let us beware of only 
thinking of ourselves. Let each 
discovery of <;;od's wonderful grace 
lead us to think of the (hurch of 
(hrist around us, and how little 
Qod's children realize what their 
wonderful privilege in (hrist is. It 
is as an increasing number of those 
who are seeking to follow the Lord 
fully, take up the burden of their 
brethren around them, and plead 
with <;;od for them, that we can 
expect <;;od to visit His people with 
the revival of the abundant life in 
(hrist, which will make her the 
power in the world she is meant 
to be. Let the low state of the 
(hurch and of the great majority 
of believers, and even of many in 
the.:ministry or the work of <;;od, 
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. be a burden that we bear as <;od's 
intercessors night and day before 
Him. We shall find that as we 
forget ourselves and plead for what 
appears impossible, we shall enter 
more deeply into the fellowship of 
Christ and His sufferings, as well 
as of Christ and His victory. Such 
prayer will indeed be fruitful for 
our own souls and for the world 
around us. 

In the " Summary of Contents " 
I have tried to put as simply as 
possible the leading ideas of the 
book. I pray Qod most fervently 
that He may use it to teach His 
children how close and unceasing 
our life even on earth may be in 
the enjoyment of His fellowship 
and love. 
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£VER blessed <jod and Fat her, how sliall we praise 
'Thee aright far that wonder.fa! salvation wl1ich 'Thou 

hast prepared far 11s in Christ Jesus! 
W e humbly confiss that we have so little under­

stood it, believed it, yielded ourselves to its power, 
and so little sl1o•un forth its beauty to the world 
around. 

c/Wost .fervently do we pray far all saints that 
'Thou wouldest give them a vision ef the abundant liji: 
there is in Christ Jesus. e../M"ay that stir tl1eir hearts 

to a deep unquenchable longing, to know folly what 
Christ is meant to be to them. c/Way they fie/ 
deeply how all the impotence of 'Tiry Church to bless 
the ?.uorid, is owing to not/zing hut this-not giving 

Christ and His Holy Spirit the place in their hearts 
•uhic/1 'Thou •uouldest have . 

.And grant, abO'Ue all, such an insight into the 
need, into the porzuer, into rite blessedness of a simple 

wlzole-lzearted faith in Jesus Clzrist, and an un­

reserved surrender to H is mastery, that their hearts 

may be prepared to 1-eceive H im in all tlie fulness ef 
His love and ef His abiding P1·esence. 

Our Father, we beseeclz Thee, hear us in the 

:J<.Eme of Jesus, and give to each reader of this 

little book such a sight of 'Tiry power to faljil in us 
every promise, and such a humble childlil<e trust in 

'Tiry faitlifulness, as •uill be to 'Thy glory . 
.And to 'Thee be all the glory far ever and ever . 

.Amen. 



FIRST DAY. 

\l:be 3-mage ot '5ot). 

" And God said, ' Let us make man in 
our image, after our likeness.'" -GEN. 
i. 26. 

H ERE we have the first thought of 
man-his origin and his destiny 

entirely Divine. God undertook the 
stupendous work of making a creature, 
who is not God, to be a perfect likeness 
of Him in His Divine glory. Man was to 
live in entire dependence on God, and to 
receive directly and unceasingly from 
Himself the inflow of all that was holy 
and blessed in the Divine Being. God's 
glory, His holiness and His love, were to 
dwell in him, and shine out through 
him. 

When sin had done its terrible work 
and spoilt the image of God, the promise 
was given in Paradise of the seed of the 
woman, in whom the Divine purpose would 
be fulfilled. " God's Son, the effulgence 
of His glory, and the very image of His 
substance " (Heb. i. 3) was to become 
a Son of man, in whom God's plan would 
be carried out, His image revealed in 
human form. The ew Testament takes 
up the thought of Creation, and speaks 
of those who are " fore-ordained to be 
conformed to the image of His Son " ; 
of " the new man renewed after the image 
of Him that created him " ; and gives the 
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promise: "We know that when He shall 
be manifested, we shall he like Him ; 
for we shall see Him as He is." 

And, between the eternal purpose and 
its eternal realization, we have a wonder­
ful promise in regard to the life here upon 
earth. "We all, beholding the glory 
of the Lord, are changed into the 
same image, from glory to glory, as 
by the Spirit of the Lord'' (2 Cor. 
iii . 18) . 

It was of this that Paul had said just 
before : " Shall not the ministration of 
the Spirit be glorious by reason of the 
glory that excelleth ?" L et us take 
home the promise of the text as the 
possible and assured experience for daily 
life to everyone that gives Christ His 
place as t he Glorified One. Let us keep 
the heart set upon the glory of that 
image of God in Christ, in the assurance 
that the Spirit will change us into the 
same image day by day, from glory to 
glory. 0 my soul, take time to believe 
firmly and confidently that this promise 
will be made true in thy Christian life. 
God Almighty, Who created man in His 
image, seeks now to work out His purpose 
in changing thee into the image of Christ 
J esus by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

" Let that mind be in you, which 
was also in Christ Jesus." "I have 
given you an example, that ye should 
do as I have done to you." 

" Lord, increase our faith." 
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SECOND DAY. 

\tl)e ©beNence of jfaitb. 

" The Lord appeared to Abram, and 
said unto him: 'I am God Almighty: walk 
before lv!e, and be thou perfect. And I 
wiU_ multiply thee exceedingly.' "-GEN. 
XVll. I, 2. 

I N Abraham we see how God not only> 
asks for faith, and rewards faith, but 

also how He works faith by the gracious 
training that He gives. When God first 
called him, H e at once gave the great 
promise, " In thee shall all the families 
of the earth be blessed " (Gen. xii. 3). 
When he reached the land, God met him 
with the promise that the land should be 
his (Gen. xii. 7). When Abraham returned 
from the battle against the kings, God 
again met him to renew the promise 
(xv. 5). Before the birth of Isaac, in 
the words of our text, He sought to 
strengthen his faith (Gen. xvii.). And 
once more in the plains of Mamre, He 
spoke : " Is anything too hard for the 
Lord ? " Step by step God led him 
until his faith was perfectecl for full 
obedience in the sacrifice of Isaac. As 
"by faith Abraham obeyed to go out," so 
by faith, at the close of forty years, he 
was able, without any promise, in fact in 
apparent conflict with all the promises, 
to obey God's will to the very uttermost. 

Children of Abraham, children oi God, 
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the Father makes great demands on your 
faith. If you are to follow in Abraham's 
footsteps, you too are to forsake all, to 
live in the land of spiritual promise, with 
nothing but His word to depend upon, 
separated unto God. For this you will 
need a deep and clear insight that the God 
Who is working in you is the Almighty 
Who will work all H is good pleasure. Do 
not t hink that it is a little thing and easy, 
to live the life of faith . It needs a life 
that seeks to abide in His presence all 
the day. Bow before God in humble 
worship, until He speaks to you too : 
" I am God Almighty: walk before 
Me, and be thou perfect. And I will 
multiply thee exceedingly." When 
Abraham heard this, he "fell on his face: 
and God talked with him." There you 
have the secret birthplace of t h e power 
to trust God for everything that He 
promises. 

In this little book we desire to find out 
what the power of faith is, and what God 
is willing to work, " according to the 
exceeding greatness of His power in us 
who believe." So only can we go out 
like Abraham when we are called to a life 
of true consecration to God, and of the 
obedience of faith to the very uttermost. 
Walk in the footsteps of Abraham. Hide 
d eep in your heart the testimony of God's 
Word : " He was strong in faith, 
giving glory to God; being fully 
persuaded, that what He had pro· 
mised, He was able to perform." 
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THIRD DAY. 

'Ctbe '.!Love of <Boti. 

" Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy might ."-DEUT. vi. 5. 

GOD taught Abraham what it was to 
believe in God with all his 

heart ; he was strong in faith, giving 
glory to God. Moses taught I srael what 
the first and great commandment was : 
to love God with all their heart. 
This was the first commandment as the 
origin and fountain out of which the 
others naturally proceed. It has its 
ground in the relationship between God 
as the loving Creator , and man made in 
His image as the object of that love. 
In the very nature of things it could 
never be otherwise ; man finds his life, 
his destiny, and his happiness in nothing 
but just this one thing, loving God 
with all the heart, and all the 
strength. Moses said : " The Lord had 
a delight in thy fathers, to love them " 
(Deut. x. 15) ; such a God was infinitely 
worthy of being loved. All our religion, 
all our faith in God and obedience to Him, 
our whole life, is to be inspired by the one 
thought : We are to love God with 
all our heart, and all our strength. 
Every day the chilrl. of God has as his first 
duty to live out this command. 

How little Israel was able to obey the 
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command we all know well. But ere 
Moses died, he was able, after speaking of 
the judgments God would bring upon 
His people for their sins, to make known 
the promise : "The Lord thy God 
will circumcise thine heart "--with a 
circumcision not made with hands, but 
the circumcision of Christ on the cross 
(Col. ii. II)-" to love the Lord thy 
God with all thine heart, and with 
all thy soul" (Deut. xxx. 6). 

This blessed promise was the first 
indication of the New Covenant, in 
which Teremiah foretold of the law so 
written-in the heart by the Holy Spirit, 
that they should no more depart from God 
but walk in His ways. But how little 
have Christians un<lerstood this ; how 
easily they rest content with the thought 
that it is impossible. 

Let us learn the double lesson. This 
perfect heart, loving God with a ll our 
might, is what God claims, is what God 
is infinitely worthy of, is what God­
blessed be His Name I-will Himself 
give and work in us. Let our whole 
soul go out in faith to meet, to wait for, 
and to expect the fulfilment of the 
promise-to love God with the whole heart 
is what God Himself will work in us. 

•'The love of God is shed abroad 
in our hearts by the Holy Spirit 
given unto us." That makes the grace 
of loving God with a ll our heart most 
sure and blessed. 
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FOURTH DAY. 

Ube J-o)2ful Soun~. 

"Blessed is the people that know the 
joyful sound : they walk, 0 Lord, in the 
light of Thy countenance. In Thy name do 
theyrefoicealltheday."-Ps. lxxxix. 15, 16. 

"GLAD tidings of great joy," was 
what the angel calls the Gospel 

message. This is what is here spoken of 
as "the joyful sound." That blessedness 
consists in Gocl's people walking in the 
light of God, and rejoicing in His name 
all the day. Undisturbed fellowship, 
never-ending joy, is their portion. Even 
in the Old Testament such was at times 
the experience of the saints. But there 
was no continuance ; the Old Testament 
could not secure that. Onlv the New 
Testament can and does give 1t. 

In every well-ordered family one finds 
the father delighting in his children, and 
the children rejoicing in their father's 
presence. And this mark of a happy 
home on earth is what the Heavenly 
Father has promised and delights to work 
in His people; walking in the light 
of His countenance, and rejoicing in 
His Name all the day. It has been prom­
ised , it has been made possible in Christ 
through the Holy Spirit filling the h eart 
with the love of God. It is t he heritage of 
all who are seeking indeed to love God 
with all their heart and all their strength. 
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And yet how many there are of God's 
children who simply think it impossible 
and have even given up, with the hope, 
the desire for a life of rejoicing in God's 
presence all the day. And yet Christ 
promised it so definitely : " These things 
have I spoken unto yon, that My joy 
may be in you, and that your joy may b e 
fulfilled." "I will see you again, and 
your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no 
one taketh away from you." 

Let us think of the Father's longing to 
have the p erfect confidence and love of 
His children, of the children's need of the 
Father's presence every moment oI the day 
for their happiness and strength. Let 
u s think of t h e power of Christ by the 
Holy Spirit to maintain this life in us; 
and let us be content with nothing less 
than the blessedness of them that know 
the joyful sound : "They walk in the 
light of Thy countenance, and rejoice 
in Thy Name all the day; for Thou 
art the glory of their strength ! '' 

The deeper we seek to enter into God's 
will for us, the strongerour faith will be that 
the Father can be content with nothing 
less than this, His child walking in the 
light of His countenance, and rejoicing in 
His Name all the day; and the stronger will 
the assurance come that what the Father 
has meant for us will be wrought in us 
through Christ and the Holy Spirit. Let 
us just hold fast the word-all the day, 
all the day. 
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FIFTH DAY. 

\tbe \tbougbts of <Bol:l. 

"As the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are JV!y thoughts higher than your 
thoughts."-lsA. Iv. g. 

I N giving us His promises of what He 
will work in us, God reminds us that, 

as high as the heavens are above the 
earth, so high His thoughts are above 
ours-altogether beyond our power of 
spiritual living apprehension. 

When He tells us that we are made in 
the image of God, that by grace we are 
actually renewed again into that image, 
and as we gaze upon God's glory in 
Christ, we are changed into the same 
image as by the Spirit of the Lord : this 
is indeed a thought higher than the 
heavens. When He tells Abraham of all 
the mighty work He was to do in him, 
and in his seed, and through him in all 
the nations of the earth, that again is a 
thought higher than the heavens-man's 
mind could not take it in. ·when God 
calls us to love Him with all our heart, 
and promises to renew our hearts so that 
they shall love Him with all our strength, 
that again is a thought out of the very 
heights of heaven. And when the Father 
calls us to a life here on earth in the light 
of His face and rejoicing in His Name all 
the day, we have a gift out of the very 
depths of God's heart of love. 
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What deep reverence and humility and 
patience become us in waiting upon God 
by His Holy Spirit, to impart to our 
hearts the life and the light that can 
make us feel at home with these thoughts 
dwelling in us. What need of daily, 
tender, abiding fellowship with God, if 
we are in very deed to enter into His 
mind, and to have His thoughts make 
their home in us. And what a faith 
especially is needed to believe that God 
will not only reveal the beauty and the 
glory of these thoughts, but will actually 
so mightily work in us that their Divine 
reality and blessing shall indeed fill our 
inmost being. 

Just think of whatlsaiahsays, as quoted 
by Paul (r Cor. ii . 9) : Things which eye 
saw not, and ear heard not, and which 
entered not into the heart of man, 
whatsoever things God prepared for them 
that love Him. But unto us God revealed 
them through the Spirit. When Christ 
promised His disciples that the Holy 
Spirit from the throne in heaven should 
dwell with them, He said that the Spirit 
would glorify Him, would fill us with the 
light and life of the heavenly world. It 
was that that would make Him and the 
purposes of God, higher than the heavens 
above the earth, their abiding experience. 
0 my soul, seek to realize that every day 
the Holy Spirit will fill thy heart with 
the thoughts of God in all their heavenly 
power and glory. 
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SIXTH DAY. 

U:be mew <!o\?enant in 5et. ;n;~i. 

" I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel. I will put My law in 
their inward parts, and in their hearts will 
I write it ."-}ER. xxxi. 31, 33. 

W HEN God made the first covenant 
with Israel at Sinai, He said, " If 

ye will obey My voice indeed, and keep 
My covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar 
treasure unto Me from among all peoples" 
(Ex. xix. 5). But Israel, alas, had not 
the power to obey. Their whole nature 
was carnal and sinful. In the covenant 
there was no provision for the grace that 
should make them obedient. The law 
onlv served to show them their sin. 

In our text God promises to make a 
new covenant in which provision would 
be made to enable men to live a life of 
obedience. In this new covenant, the 
law was to be put in their inward parts 
and written in their heart, " not with 
ink, but with the Spirit of the living 
God," so that they could say with David: 
" I delight to do Thy will, 0 my God ; 
yea, Thy law is within my heart." The 
law, and delight in it, would, through the 
Holy Spirit, take possession of the inner 
life with all its powers. Or, as we have it 
in Jer. xxxii. 40, after God had said: "Is 
there anything too hard for Me ? " : "I 
will make an everlasting covenant 
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with them ; and I will put My fear 
in their hearts, that they shall not 
depart from Me." 

In contrast with the old testament 
and its weakness, which made it im­
possible to continue faithful, this promise 
ensures a continual, whole-hearted 
obedience as the mark of the believer 
who takes God at His \ll/ord, and fully 
claims what the promise secures. 

Learn the lesson that in the new 
covenant God's mighty power will be 
shown in the heart of everyone who 
believes the promise : "They shall not 
depart from Me." "It shall be even 
so as it hath been spoken unto Me. " 
Bow in deep stillness before God, and 
believe what He says. The measure of 
our experience of this power of God keep­
ing us from departing from Him will ever 
be in harmony 'Yith the Jaw: "Accord­
ing to your faith be it unto you." 

We need to be at great pains to keep 
the contrast between the old and the 
new testament very clear. The old 
had a wonderful measure of grace, but 
not enough for the continual abiding in 
the faith of obedience. That is the 
definite promise of the new testament, 
the fruit of heart renewal and the power of 
the Holy Spirit leading the soul and 
revealing the fulness of grace to keep us 
"unblameable in holiness." 
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SEVENTH DAY. 

'crbe '!Rew C!o\1enant tn J53ektel. 

" I will sprinkle clean water upon you, 
and ye shall be clean ; from all your filthi ­
ness will I cleanse you. And I will put 
1\lly Spirit within you, and cause you to 
walk in My statutes, and ye shall keep My 
judgments."-EzEK. xxxvi. 25-27. 

H ERE we have the same promise as 
in Jeremiah, the promise of such 

a heart cleansing from sin, and such a 
gift of the Spirit in the new heart, as 
would secure their walking in His statutes 
and keeping His judgments. Just as in 
Jeremiah God had said: "I will put My 
law in their inward parts, and put my fear 
in their hearts, that they shall not 
depart from Me," so here : " I w i II 
cause you to walk in My statutes, 
and ye shall keep My judgments." 
In contrast with the old covenant, in 
which there was no power to enable 
them to continue in God's law, the great 
mark of the new covenant would be a 
Divine power enabling them to walk in 
His statutes and keep His judgments. 

" \!\There sin abounded, grace did much 
more abound," working whole-hearted 
allegiance and obedience. Why is this 
so little experienced ? The answer is 
very simple : The promise is not believed, 
is not preached; its fulfilment is not 
expected. And yet how clearly we have 
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it in a passage like Romans viii. r-4. 
There the man who had complained of 
the power " bringing h im into captivity 
under t he law of sin," thanks God that 
he is " now in Christ J esus " ; and that 
" the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
J esus has made h im free from the law 
of sin and death," so that the requirement 
of the law is fulfilled in all who walk 
after the Spirit. 

Once again, why are there so few who 
can give such testimony, and what is to 
be done to attain to it ? J ust one thing 
is needed-the faith in an omnipotent God, 
who will by His wonderful power do what 
He has promised : " I the Lord have 
spoken it, and will do it." Oh, let us 
begin to believe that the promise will 
come true : " I will cleanse you from all 
your filthiness, and ye shall be clean; 
and will cause y ou to walk in My 
statutes, and ye shall keep them. " 
Let us believe all that God here promises, 
and God will do it. To an extent beyond 
all power of thought, God has made His 
great and glorious promises dependent on 
our faith ! And the promises will work 
that faith as we believe them. "Accord ­
to y our faith, be it unto you. " 
Let us this very day put it to the proof. 
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EIGHTH DAY. 

\!:be mew <!o\?enant an() JPra)2er. 
" Call unto Me, and I will answer thee, 

and will shew thee great things, and difficult, 
which thou knowest not."-JER. xxxiii. 3. 

'' I the Lord have spoken it, and I will 
do it. For this moreover will I be 
inquired of by the house of Israel, to do it 
for them."-EzEK. xxxvi. 36, 37. 

T HE fulfilment of the great promises 
of the new covenant is made 

dependent on prayer. In answer to the 
prayer of J eremiah, God had said: 
"I will put My fear in their hearts, 
that they shall not depart from Me." 
And to Ezekiel He had spoken : " I 
will cause them to walk in My 
statutes, and ye shall keep My 
judgments." To us in our unbelief, 
and our judging of the meaning of God's 
Word according to human thought and 
experience, there is no expectation of 
these promises being truly fulfilled. We 
do not believe that God means them to 
be literally true. We have not the faith in 
the mighty power of God that is waiting to 
make His promise true in our experience. 

And God has said that without such 
faith our experience will be but very par­
tial and very limited. He has graciously 
pointed out the way in which such faith 
can be found. It is in the path of much 
prayer. "Call unto Me, and I will 
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answer thee, and show thee great 
things, and difficult, which thou 
knowest not." "Moreover, I will be 
inquired of by the house of Israel to 
do it for them." It is when individual 
men and women tum to God with their 
whole heart to plead these promises that 
He will fulfil them. It is in the exercise 
of intense persevering prayer that faith 
will be strengthened to take hold of God 
and surrender itself to His omnipotent 
working. And then as one and another 
can testify of what God has done and 
will do, believers will help each other and 
take their place as the Church of the 
living God ; pleading for and firmly 
expecting that His promises will be 
fulfilled in larger measure, as a new 
enduement for the great work of preaching 
Christ in the fulness of His redemption 
to perishing men. 

The state of the Church, the state of 
our ministers and members, our own 
state calls for unceasing prayer. We 
need to pray intensely and persistently, 
that the n eed of the power of the Holy 
Spirit may be deeply felt, and that a 
strong faith may be roused in the hearts 
oI many to claim and to expect His 
mighty working. " I the Lord have 
spoken it, and I will do it." 

"I believe; Lord, help my un­
belief." 
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NINTH DAY. 

U:be mew cto"enant in 1bebrews. 
" For I will be merciful to their ini­

quities, and their sins will I remember no 
more."-HEB. viii. 12. 

CHRIST is called in this Epistle the 
Mediator of a better covenant, 

enacted upon better promises (viii. 6). 
In Him the two parts of the covenant 
find their complete fulfilment. First of 
all, He came to atone for sin, so that 
its power over man was destroyed, ancl. 
free access to God's presence and favour 
was secured. And with that came the 
fuller blessing, the new heart, freed from 
the power of sin, with God's Holy Spirit 
breathing into it the delight in God's law, 
and the power to obey it. 

These two parts of the covenant may 
never be separated. And yet, alas, how 
many there are who put their trust in 
Christ for the forgiveness of sin, and yet 
never think of claiming the fulness of the 
promise-the new heart cleansed from sin, 
with the Holy Spirit breathing in it such 
love and delight in God's law, and such 
power to obey, that they have access to 
the full blessing of the new covenant, 
being God's people and knowing Him 
as their God. 

Jesus Christ is " the Mediator of the 
new covenant," with the forgiveness of 
sin in the power of His blood, and the law 
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written in the heart in the power -of His 
Spirit. Oh that we could understand 
that just as surely as the complete 
pardon of sin is assured, the complete 
fulfilment of the promises, "I will put my 
fear in their hearts, that they shall not 
depart from Me" ; "I will cause yo~ to 
walk in My statutes, and ye shall 
keep them," may be expected too. 

But remember what God said to 
Abraham : " I am God Almighty . . is 
anything too hard for the Lord ? " He 
spoke that word to J eremiah too in regard 
to the new covenant. It needs strong, 
whole-hearted desire for a life wholly 
given up to Him. It means to set aside 
all our preconceived opinions, and in 
faith to believe in t he mighty power of 
God. It means a surrender to Jesus 
Christ as the Mediator of the new 
covenant, a willingness to accept our 
place with Him, crucified to the world 
and to sin and to self ; it means a readiness 
to follow Him at any cost. In one word, 
it means a simple, whole-hearted accept­
ance of Christ as Lord and Master, heart 
and life wholly His. God hath said it, 
and will do ·it. " I the Lord have 
spoken it, and I will perform it." 



TENTH DAY. 

U:be U:rial of jfait b. 

"And Naaman's servants came near, 
and spa.lie unto him, and said : ' ll/Iy 
father, if the prophet had bid thee do some 
great thing, wouldst thou not have done it ? 
How much rather then, when he saith to 
thee, Wash , and be clean?' "-2 KINGS v. 13. 

I N Naaman we have a striking Old 
Testament illustration of the place 

faith takes in God's dealing with man . 
It gives us a wonderful discovery of what 
faith really is . Think first oi how intense 
the desire was for healing on Naaman's 
part. He would do anything, appeal to 
the King of Syria and the King of Israel ; 
he would undertake a long journey and 
humble himself before the prophet, whq 
did not even deign to come out and see 
him. In this intensity of desire for bless­
ing we have the root of a strong faith. 
And it is just this seeking for God and 
His blessing which is too much lacking in 
our religion. 

The second mark of faith is that it has 
to give up all its preconceived opinion 
and to bow before the word of God. This 
was more than Naaman was willing to do, 
and he turned away in a rage. It was 
well for him that a wise and faithful 
servant gave him better advice. Faith 
is oiten held back by the thought how 
such a simple thing as to accept God's 
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word can effect such a mighty revolution 
in the heart. 

And t h en comes the th ird mark oE faith. 
It submits implicitly to the word of God: 
"Wash, and be clean." At first all 
appears vain, but faith proves itself in 
obedience. It does it not once or twice, 
but seven times in the assurance that the 
mighty wonder will be wrought. It takes 
the simple word, "Wash, and be clean," 
and lo, it finds itself renewed as with the 
life of a little child, "clean, every whit." 
The mighty deed is done. 

When God's word brings us to the pro­
mise : " I will sprinkle clean water 
upon you, and ye shall be clean; 
from all your filthiness will I cleanse 
you," it is nothing but unbelief that 
holds us back. Let us believe that a 
simple determined surrender of the whole 
will to God's promise will indeed bring 
the heart-cleansing we need. " There is 
a river, the streams whereof make glad 
the city of God." It flows from under 
the throne of Goel and the Lamb, through 
the channels of a thousand precious 
promises, and at each step the word is 
heard: "Wash, and be clean." Christ 
cleanses " by the washing of water with 
the Word." Every promise is a call: 
"Wash, and be clean; Wash, and b e 
clean" ; and Christ will speak : " Ye are 
clean through the word that I have 
spoken unto you "-clean, every whit. 
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ELEVENTH DAY. 

jfaitb in ctbrtst. 

" Ye believe in God, believe also in Me." 
-JOHN xiv. I. 

I N the Farewell Discourse (John xiv­
xYii). when Christ was about to leave 

His disciples, He taught them that they 
were to b elieve in Him with the same 
perfect confid ence which t h ey had re­
posed in God. "Ye b elieve in God, 
believe also in Me." "Believe Me, 
that I am in the Father." "He that 
believeth on Me, the works that I do 
shall he do a lso." Here on earth He had 
not been able to make Himself fully 
known to His disciples. But in heaven 
the fulness of God's power would be His; 
and He would, in and t hrough His 
disciples, do greater things than He had 
ever done upon earth . This faith must 
fix itself first of all on the person of 
Christ in His union with the Father. 
They were to have the perfect confidence 
that a ll t hat God h ad done could now be 
done by J esu s too. The deity of Christ 
is the rock on which our fa ith depends. 
Christ as man, partaker of our nature, is 
in very deed true God. As the Divine 
power has worked in Christ even to the 
resurrection from the de;i.d, so Christ can 
also, in His Divine omnipotence, work in 
us all that we need . 

Dear Christians, do you not see of what 
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deep importance it is that you take time 
to worship Jesus in His Divine Omni­
potence as one with the Father? That 
will teach you to count on Him in His 
sufficiency to work in us all that we can 
desire . This faith must so possess us 
that every thought of Christ will be filled 
with the consciousness of His presence 
as an Almighty Redeemer, able to save 
and sanctify and empower us to the very 
uttermost. 

Child of God, bow in deep humility 
hefore this blessed Lord Jes us, and worship 
Him : mv Lord and my God ! Take time 
until you come under· the full conscious­
ness of an assured faith that as the 
Almight y God, Christ will work for you, 
and in you and through you, all that God 
desires and all that you can need. Let 
the Saviour you have known and loved 
become as never before the Mighty God. 
Let Him be your confidence and your 
strength. 

The Saviour was about to leave the 
world. In His Farewell Charge on the 
last night He begins by telling them that 
everything would depend through their 
whole life on simply believing Him. By 
that they would even do greater things 
than He had ever done. And at the close 
of His address He repeats again : " Be of 
good cheer, I have overcome the world." 
Our one need is a direct, definite, un­
ceasing faith in the mighty power of 
Christ working in us. 
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TWELFTH DAY. 

<!brfst' s '.lLife in us. 
"Because I live, ye shall live also."­

] OHN xiv. 19. 

T HERE is a great difference in the 
teaching of the three first Evan­

gelists and that of John. John was the 
bosom friend of Jesus. He could under­
stand the Master better than the others, 
and has recorded Christ's teaching , of 
which they say nothing. This makes 
John xiii.-xvii. the inmost sanctuary of 
the new testament. The others could 
speak of repentance and the pardon of sin 
as the first great gift of the new testa­
ment. But of the new life which the new 
covenant was to bring, with the new 
heart in which the law had been put as 
a living power, they say little. It is, 
John records , what Christ taught about 
His very own life really becoming ours, 
and our being united with Him just as 
He was with the Father. The other 
Evangelists speak of Christ as the Shep­
herd seeking and saving the lost. John 
speaks of Him as the Shepherd who so 
gives His life for the sheep, that His very 
life becomes theirs. " I came that they 
may have life, and may have it abund­
antly" (John x. ro). 

And so Christ says here, "I live, and ye 
shall live also." The disciples were to 
receive from Him, not the life He then 
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had, but the resurrection liie in the 
power of its victory over death, and of 
His exaltation to the right hand of God. 
He would from thenceforth ever dwell in 
them ; a new, a heavenly, an eternal 
life ; the life of Jesus Himself should :fill 
them. And this promise is to all who 
will accept it in faith. 

Alas, how many there are who are 
content with the beginnings of the 
Christian life, but never long to have it 
in its fulness, the more abundant life ! 
They do not believe in it ; they are not 
ready for the sacrifice implied in being 
wholly :filled with the life of J esus. 
Child of God, the message comes again to 
you: "The things that are impossible 
with men are possible with God." 
I pray you, do take time, and let Christ's 
wonderful promise take possession of 
your heart. Be content with nothing 
less than a full salvation, Christ living 
in you, and you living in Christ. Be 
assured that it is meant for everyone who 
will take time to listen to Christ's promises, 
and will believe that the Almighty power 
of God will work in him the mighty wonder 
of His grace-Christ dwelling in the heart 
by faith. 
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THIRTEENTH DAY. 

\tbe ®beNence ot '.l!..o\,e. 

"If ye keep My commandments, ye shall 
abide in My love."-JOHN xv. 10. 

T HE question is often asked : How 
can I come to abide in Christ 

always? To live wholly for Him? such 
is my desire and fervent prayer. In 
our text the Lord gives the simple but far­
reaching answer: " Keep My command­
ments." This is the only, the sure, the 
blessed way of abiding in Him. " If ye 
keep My commandments, ye shall abide 
in My love; even as I have kept My 
Father's commandments and abide in 
His love." Loving obedience is the 
way to the enjoyment of His love. 

Notice how often the Lord speaks oi 
this in the last night. " If ye love Me, 
ye will keep My commandments" (xiv. 
I 5). And then again twice over : " He 
that hath My commandments, and 
keepeth them, he it is that loveth 
Me; and he that loveth Me shall be 
loved of My Father, and I will love him." 
" If a man love Me, he will keep My 
word; and My Father will love him, and 
we will come unto him, and make our abode 
with him." And so also thrice in chap. 
xv., " If My words abide in you, ask 
whatsoever ye will, and it shall be done 
unto you." "If ye keep My commandc 
ments, ye shall abide in My love." 
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"Ye are My friends, if ye do the things 
which I command you." Six times 
over the Lord connects the keeping of the 
commandments with loving Him, and 
with the promise of the great blessing 
following on it, the indwelling of the 
Father and the Son in the heart. The 
love that keeps His commandments is 
the only way to abide in His love. In 
our whole relation to Christ, love is 
everything ; Christ's love to us, our love 
to Him, proved in our love to the brethren. 

How little believers have accepted this 
teaching. How content many are with 
the thought that it is impossible. They 
do not believe that through the grace of 
God we can be kept from sin. They do 
not believe in the promise of the new 
covenant (Ezek. xxxvi. 27) : " I will put 
My Spirit within you, and cause you to 
walk in My statutes, and ye shall 
keep My judgments." They have no 
conception how to a heart fully surren­
dered and given over to Christ alone He 
will make possible what otherwise appears 
beyond our reach: loving Him, keeping 
His commandments, abiding in His love. 

The wonderful promise of the Holy 
Spirit as the power of Christ's life in 
them was the pledge that they would 
indeed love Him and keep His words. 
That was to be the great secret of abiding 
in Christ, of having the indwelling of 
Christ and of God, and of the Divine 
efficacy of their prayer to bring down 
God's blessing on all their work. 
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FOURTEENTH DAY, 

Ube JPtomtse of tbe Spirit. 

" If I go away, the Comforter will come 
unto you. He shall glorify Me; for He 
shall take of Mine , and shall declare it unto 
you."-JOHN xvi. 7, 14. 

T HE crucified Christ was to be glorified 
on the throne of heaven. And out 

of that glory He would send down the 
Holy Spirit into the hearts of His disciples 
to glorify Him in them. The Spirit of the 
crucified and glorified Christ would be 
their life in fellowship with Him, and their 
power for His service. The Spirit comes 
to us as the Spirit of the Divine glory ; as 
such we are to welcome Him, and yield 
ourselves absolutely to His leading. 

Yes, the Spirit that searcheth the deep 
things of God, that dwells in the very 
roots of the Divine Being, that had been 
with Christ through all His life, and in 
His death upon the cross, the Spirit of 
the Father and the Son was to come and 
dwell in them, and make them the 
conscious possessors of the presence of 
the glorified Christ. It was this blessed 
Spirit who was to be their power for a life 
of loving obedience, to be their Teacher 
and Leader in praying down from heaven 
the blessing that they needed. And it 
was in His power that they were to 
conquer God's enemies and carry the 
Gospel to the ends of the world. 
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It is this Spirit of God and of Christ 
that the Church lacks so sadly ; it is 
this Spirit she grieves so unceasingly. It 
is owing to this that her work is so often 
feeble and fruitless. And what can be 
the reason of this ? 

The Spirit is God. He claims as God 
to have possession of our whole being. 
We have thought too much of Him as our 
help in the Christian life ; we have not 
known t hat heart and life are to be 
entirely and unceasingly under His 
control; we are to be led by the Spirit 
every day and every hour. In His 
power our life is to be a direct and con­
tinual abiding in the love and fellowship 
of Jesus. No wonder that we have not 
believed in the great promise that, in a 
1ove that keeps the commandments, we 
can always abide in Christ's love. No 
wonder that we have not the courage 
to believe that Christ's mighty power will 
work in us and through us. No wonder 
that His Divine prayer-promises are 
beyond our reach. The Spirit that 
searcheth the deep things of God claims 
the very depths of our being, there to 
reveal Christ as Lord and Ruler. 

The promise waits for its fulfilment in 
our life: "He shal I gLorify Me; for He 
shall take of Mine, and shall declare 
it unto you." Let us this very day 
yield ourselves to believe the promise at 
once and with onr whole heart. Christ 
waits to make it true. 
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FIFTEENTH DAY. 

3-n <!brtst. 
" In that day ye shall know that I am 

in My Father, a.nd ye in Me, and I in you ." 
- J OHN xiv. 20. 

OUR Lord had spoken of His life in the 
Father: "Believe Me that I am in 

the Father, and the Father in Me." He and 
the Father were not two persons next each 
other ; they were in each other ; t hough on 
earth as man, He lived in the Father. All 
H e did was what the Father did in Him. 

This Divine life of heaven, of Christ 
in God, and God in Christ, is the 
picture and the pledge of what our life 
in Christ is to be here upon earth. It is 
in the very nature of the Divine life that 
the Son is in the Father. Even so we 
must know and ever live in the faith that 
we are in Christ. Then we shall learn, 
that even as the Father worked in Christ, 
so Christ will also work in us, if we but 
believe that we are in Him, and yield 
ourselves to His power. 

And even as the Son waited on the 
Father, and the Father worked through 
Him, so the disciples would make known 
to Him in prayer what they wanted done 
on earth, and He would do it. T heir life 
in Him was to be the reflection of His 
life in the Father. As the Father 
worked in Him. because He lived in 
the Father, so Christ would work in 
them as they lived in Him. 
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But this would not be until the Holy 
Spirit came. It was for this they had to 
wait until they were endued with the 
power from on high. It was for this that 
they would abide in Him by daily fellow­
ship and prayer that He might so do in 
them the greater works He had promised. 

How little the Church understands 
that the secret of her power is to be 
found in nothing less than where Christ 
found it, abiding in the Father and His 
love. How little ministers understand to 
make this their one great object, daily 
and hourly to abide in Christ, as the only 
possible way of being fitted and used by 
Him in the great work of winning souls 
to Him. If anyone asks what the lost 
secret of the pulpit is, we have it here : 
" In that day "-when the Spirit fills 
your heart-" ye shall know that I am in 
My Father, and ye in Me." 

Blessed Lord, we beseech Thee, teach us 
to surrender ourselves unreservedly to the 
Holy Spirit; and so daily above everything 
to wait for His teaching, that we too may 
know the blessed secret, that as Thou 
art in the Father, and the Father 
worketh through Thee, so we are in 
Thee, and Thou workest through us. 

Gracious Lord, we beseech Thee humbly 
and fervently, be pleased to pour down 
upon all Thy children who are seeking to 
work for Thee, such a Spirit of grace and 
of supplication that we may not rest until 
we too are filled with the Holy Spirit. 
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SIXTEEr TH DAY. 

:Elbtbing in (Ibrtst. 

"Abide in lVIe, and I in you."-JOHN 
xv. 4. 

W HAT our Lord had taught in 
John xiv., of the union with 

Him in the likeness of His being in the 
Father, He seeks to enforce and illustrate 
by the wonderful Parnble of the B ranch 
and the Vine. And all for the sake of 
bringing home to the Apostles, and to 
a ll His servants in t he Gospel, the abso­
lute necessity of a life daily in full com­
munion with Him. "Abide in Me." 

On the one hand He points to Himself 
and to the Father : Just as truly and 
fully as I am in the Father, so you 
are in Me; and then, pointing to the 
vine: Just as truly as the branch is in 
the vine, you are in Me. And now, just 
as the Father abides in Me, and works 
in Me, and I work out what He works 
in Me; and just as truly as the branch 
abides in the vine, and the vine gives 
its life and strength to the branch, 
and the branch receives it and puts it 
forth in fruit--even so do you abide in 
Me, and receive My strength; and I will 
work with an almighty power My work in 
you and through you . Abide in Me ! 

Dear child of God, you have often 
meditated on this blessed passage. But 
do yo_u not feel how much there is still 
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to learn if you are to have Christ's 
a lmighty power working in you as He 
would wish you to have ? The great 
need is to take time in waiting on the 
Lord J esus in the power of His Spirit, 
until the two great truths get the 
complete mastery of your being : As 
Christ is in God-this is the testimonv 
from heaven ; as the branch is in the 
v ine-this is the testimony of a ll nature: 
the law of heaven and the law of earth 
combine in calling to us : " Abide in 
Christ." "He that abideth in Me, 
bringeth forth much fruit." Fruit, 
more fruit, much fruit, is what Christ 
seeks, is what He works, is what He will 
assuredly give to the soul that trusts Him. 

To the feeblest of God's children 
Christ says : Ye are in Me. "Abide in 
Me. Ye shall bear much fruit." To the 
strongest of His messengers H e still has 
the word, there can be nothing higher : 
" Abide in Me, and ye shall bear much 
fruit." To one and all the message comes : 
Daily, continuous, unbroken abiding in 
Christ J esus, is the one condition of a l ife 
of power and of blessing. Take time and 
let the Holy Spirit so renew in you the 
secret abiding in Him that you may 
understand the meaning of His words : 
" These things have I spoken unto you 
that My joy might remain in you, and 
that your joy might be full." 

"Believest Thou that I can do this, 
to keep thee abiding in My love?" 
Yea, Lord. - " Fear not, only believe." 
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SEVENTEENTH DAY. 

Ube !Power of JPtat2et. 

" If ye abide in Me, and My words 
abide in you, ask whatsoever ye will , and 
it shall be done unto you." - JORN xv. 7. 

ERE our Lord went to heaven He 
taught His disciples two great 

lessons in regard to their relation to Him 
in the great work they had to do. 

The one was that in heaven He would 
have much more power than He had 
upon earth, and that He would use that 
power for the salvation of men, solely 
through them, their word and their 
work. 

The other was that they without Him 
could do nothing, but that they could count 
upon Him to work in them and through 
them, and so carry out His purpose. 
Their first and chief work would therefore 
be to bring everything they wanted 
done to Him in prayer. In the Farewell 
Discourse He repeats the promise seven 
times: "Abide in Me, pray in My 
name " ; you can count upon it, " you 
can ask what you will; it shall be done 
to you ." 

With these two truths written in their 
heart, He sent them out into the world. 
They could confidently undertake their 
work. The Almighty, glorified Jesus, 
ready to do in and with and through 
them greater things than He Himself 
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had ever done upon earth. The im­
potent helpless disciples on earth un­
ceasingly looking up to Him in prayer, 
with the full confidence that He would 
hear that prayer; the first and only 
condition, an unflinching confidence in 
the power of His promise. The chief 
thing in all their life and in the work of 
their ministry was to be the maintenance 
of a spirit of prayer and supplication. 

Alas, how little the Church has under­
stood and believed this ! And why ? 
Simply because believers live so little in 
the daily abiding in Christ that they are 
powerless in believing His great and 
precious promises. Let us learn the 
lesson, both for our life and work, that 
as the members of Christ's body, the 
chief thing every day must be that 
close abiding fellowship with Christ, 
which ever first takes its place of deep 
dependence and unceasing supplication. 
Only then can we do our work in the 
full assurance that He has heard our 
prayer and will be faithful in doing His 
part, in giving the power from on high, 
as the source of strength and abundant 
blessing. Take time, oh, take time, ye 
servants of the Lord, and with your 
whole heart believe the word Christ has 
spoken. Christ asks : " Believest thou 
this?" Yea, Lord, I believe. "Abide in 
Me, Abide in My love." "If ye abide in 
Me, ye shall ask what ye will, and it 
shall be done unto you." 
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EIGHTEENTh DAY. 

U:be ~RsterR ot :JLo\?e. 

" I pray that they may all be one ; 
even as Thou, Father, art in Me , and I in 
Thee; that they may be one, even as we 
are one; I in them , and Thou in lvie. " ­
JoHN xvii. 21-23. 

I N what Christ spoke in the last ev ening, 
He had specially pressed the thought 

of the disciples being in Him and abiding 
in Him. H e had also mentioned His 
being in them, but had not given such 
prominence to this as t h e first thought, 
their being in Him. But in His prayer 
as High Priest, H e gives la rger place to 
the thought of His being in them, just 
as the Father was in Him. "That they 
may be one, even as we are one ; I in 
them, and Thou in Me, that they may be 
perfected into one; that the world may 
know that Thou didst send Me, and 
lovedst them, even as Thou lovedst Me." 

The power to convince the world that 
God loved the disciples as He loved His 
Son, could only come as believers lived 
out their life of having Christ in them, 
and proving it by loving t heir brethren 
as Christ loved them. The feebleness of 
the Church is owing to this-that our life 
in Christ, and His life in us , is not known, 
and not proved to the world by the living 
unity in which our love manifests that 
Christ is in us. Nothing less than this is 
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needed: such an indwelling of Christ in 
the heart, such a binding together of 
believers because they know and see and 
love each other as those who together 
have Christ dwelling in them. As we 
have it in the very last words of the 
prayer, " I have made known Thy name, 
that the love wherewith Thou lovest Me 
may be in them, and I in them." The 
Divine indwelling has its chief glory in 
that it is the manifestation of Divine love. 
The Father's love to Christ, brought by 
Christ to us, flowing out from us to the 
brethren, and to all men. 

Christ had given (John xiv. 21, 23) the 
great promise to the loving, obedient 
disciple, " My Father will love him, and 
I will love him, and we will come and 
make our abode with him." It is to live 
this life of love to Christ and the brethren, 
that the Holy Spirit, in Whom the Father 
and the Son are one, longs to live in our 
heart. Let nothing less than this, child 
of God, be what you seek, what you 
believe, what you claim with your whole 
heart and strength-the indwelling of the 
Lord Jesus in the "love that passeth 
knowledge," with which He can fill your 
heart. So shall the world indeed be con­
strained by the love God's children bear 
to each other to acknowledge that the 
word is being fulfilled, "that the love 
wherewith Thou, Father, lovedst Me, 
may be in them, and I in them." 

'' Believest thou that I can do this?" 
" Yea, Lord." 

37 



NINETEENTH DAY. 

\!brist out 1Rigbteousness. 

" J ustified freely by His grace through 
the redemption that is in Christ jesus." ­
RoM. iii . 24. 

T H E first three Evangelists spoke of 
redemption as a pardon of sin, 

or Justification. John spoke of it as a 
Life which Christ is to live in us, or 
Regeneration. In Paul we find both 
truths m their beautiful connection and 
harmony. 

So in Romans he first speaks of Justifi­
cation, Rom. iii. 2 I-v. I I. Then he goes 
on from v . I 2 to viii. 3 9 to speak of the 
Life that there is in union with Christ. 
In Rom. iv. he tells us that we find both 
these things in Abraham. F irst, vers. 3-5, 
"Abraham believed God, Him t hat 
justifieth the ungodly; his faith is 
reckoned for righteousness." Then, ver. I 7, 
"Abraham believed God, Who q uickeneth 
the dead." Just as God first of all 
counted to Abraham his faith as righteous­
ness, and then led him on to believe in 
Him as the God Who can give life to the 
dead, even so with the believer. 

Justification comes at the commence­
ment full and complete, as the eye of faith 
is fixed upon Christ. But that is only 
the beginning. Gradually the believer 
begins to understand that he was at the 
same time born again, that he has Christ 
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in him, and that his calling now is to 
abide in Christ, and let Christ abide 
and live and work in him. 

Most Christians strive by holding fast 
their faith in justification to stir and 
strengthen themselves for a life of 
gratitude and obedience. But they fail 
sadly because they do not know, do not 
in full faith yield themselves to Christ, 
to maintain His life in them. They have 
learned from Abraham the first lesson, to 
believe in God Who justifies the ungodly. 
But they have not gone on to the second 
great lesson, to believe in God Who 
quickeneth the dead, and daily renews 
that life through Christ, Who lives in 
them, and in Whose life alone there is 
strength and fulness of blessing. The 
Christian life must be "from faith to 
faith." The grace of pardon is but the 
b eginning ; growing in grace leads on to 
the fuller insight and experience of what 
it is to be in Christ, to live in Him, and 
to grow up in Him in all things as the 
H ead. 
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TWENTIETH DAY. 

<tbrist our '.JLtfe. 

"Much more they which receive abund­
ance of grace and of the gift of righteous­
ness, shall reign in life by one, Jesus 
Christ."-RoM. v. 17. · 

" Reckon ye also yourselves to be dead 
unto sin, but alive unto God in Christ 
jesus."-RoM. vi. 11. 

1 'X TE said that Paul teaches us now that 
V \ our faith in Christ as our righteous­

ness is to be followed by our faith in 
Him as our life from the dead. He asks 
(Rom. vi. 3), " Know ye not that all we 
who wore baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into His death?" We were 
buried with Him, and raised from the 
dead with Him. Just as in Adam all 
his children died, so all believers in 
Christ actually died too in Him. " Our 
old man was crucified with Him," with 
Him we were raised from the dead. And 
now we are to count ourselves as actually 
"dead to sin and alive unto God." 

In very deed, just as the new life in us 
is an actual participation in and ex­
perience of the risen life of Christ, so our 
death to sin in Christ is also an actual 
spiritual reality. It is when, by the 
power of the Holy Ghost, we are enabled 
to see how really we were one with 
Christ on the cross in His death, and in 
His resurrection, that we shall understand 
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that in Him sin has no power over us. 
We present ourselves unto God " as alive 
from the dead ." 

Just as the old Adam lives in the sinner, 
even in the believer too, who does not 
know of the new death in Christ which 
he h as died, even so the man who knows 
that he died in Christ and n ow is alive in 
Him, can confidently count upon the word, 
" sin shall not have dominion over you," 
not even for a single moment. " Reckon 
yourselves indeed dead to sin, and 
alive to God in Christ Jesus." This 
is the true life of faith. 

As what our Lord said about our 
being in Him and having Him living His 
life in us, could only come true as the full 
power of the Holy Spirit is experienced, 
so it is here too. Paul says (Rom. viii . 2), 
" The law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
J esus hath made me free from the law of 
s in and death," of which he had been 
complaining that it had kept him in 
captivity. And he then adds "that the 
requirements of the law might be fulfilled 
in us who walk not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit." Through the Spirit 
we enter into the glorious liber ty of the 
children of God. 

Oh that God might open the eyes of 
His children to see what the power is of 
Christ living in them for a life of holiness 
and fruitfulness, when they reckon 
themselves indeed dead unto sin, and 
alive unto God in Christ Jesus. 



TWENTY-FIRST DAY. 

crruciftet) wttb <!brist. 

" I have been crucified with Christ ; 
yet I live; and yet no longer I, but Christ 
liveth in me."-GAL. ii. 20 . 

AS in Adam we died out of the life 
and the will of God into sin and 

corruption, so in Christ we are made 
partakers of a new spiritual death, a 
death to sin and into the will and the life 
of God. Such was the death Christ died ; 
such is the death we are made partakers 
of in Him. To Paul this was such a 
reality that he was able to say : " I have 
been crucified with Christ ; yet I live ; 
and yet no longer I, but Christ liveth in 
me." The death with Christ had had 
such power that he no longer lived his 
own life ; Christ lived His life in him. 
He had indeed died to the old nature and 
to sin, and been raised up into the power 
of the living Christ dwelling in him. 

It was the crucified Christ Who lived in 
him, and made him partaker of all that 
the cross had meant to Christ Himself. 
The very mind that was in Christ, with 
His self-emptying and taking the form 
of a servant, His humbling Himself to 
become obedient unto death-these dis­
positions worked in him because the 
crucified Christ lived in him. He lives in 
very deed as a crucified man. 

Christ's death on the cross was His 
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highest exhibition of His holiness and 
victory over sin. And the believer who 
receives Christ is made p artaker of all 
the power and blessing that the crucified 
Lord has won. As the believer learns to 
accept of this by faith, he y ields himself 
as now crucified to t h e world and dead to 
its pleasure and pride, its lusts and self­
pleasing. He learns that the mystery of 
the cross, as the crucified Lord reveals its 
power in him, opens the entrance into the 
fullest fellowship with Christ and the 
conformity to His sufferings. And so 
he learns, in the full depth of its meaning, 
what the Word has said: "Christ 
crucified, the power of God and the 
wisdom of God." He grows into a 
fuller apprehension of the blessedness of 
darin~ to say : " I am crucified with 
Christ; I live no more; Christ the 
crucified liveth in me." 

Oh the blessedness of the power of the 
God-given faith that enables a man to 
live all the day counting himself, and 
yielding himself to God, a:s indeed dead to 
sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
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TWENTY-SECOND DAY. 

~be jfaitb '.lLife. 

" That life which I now live in the 
flesh, I live in faith, the faith which is in 
the Son of God, Who loved me and gave 
Himself uP_ for me."-GAL. ii. 20. 

I F we ask Paul what he meant by saying 
that he no longer lives, but that 

Christ lives in him, what now is his part 
in living · that life? he gives us the 
answer : "The life that I now live 
in the flesh is a life of faith in 
the Son of God, Who loved me and 
gave Himself up for me." His whole 
life, day by day and all the day, was an 
unceasing faith in the wonderful love that 
had given itself for him. Faith was the 
power that possessed and permeated his 
whole being and his every action. 

Here we have the simple but full state­
ment of what the secret of the true 
Christian life is. It is not faith only in 
certain promises of God , or in certain 
blessings that we receive from Christ. It 
is a faith t hat has got a vision of how 
entirely Christ gives Himself to the soul 
to be, in the very deepest and fullest 
sense of the word, his life and all that 
that implies for every moment of the 
day. As essential as continuous breathing 
is to the support of our physical life, is 
the unceasing faith in which the soul 
trusts Christ, and counts upon Him to 
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maintain the life of the Spirit within us. 
Faith ever rests on that infinite love in 
which Christ gave Himself wholly for 
us, to be ours in the deepest m eaning of 
the word, and to live His life over again 
in us. In virtue of His Divine omni­
presence, whereby He filleth all things, 
He can be to each what He is to all, a 
complete and perfect Saviour, an abiding 
Guest, in very deed taking charge and 
maintaining our life in us and for us, as 
if each of us were the only one in whom He 
lives. Just as truly as the Father 
lived in Him, and worked in Him all 
that He was to work out, just as truly 
will Christ live and work in each one 
of us. 1 

Faith, led and taught by God's Holy 
Spirit, gets such a confidence in the 
omnipotence and the omnipresence of 
Christ, that it carries in the depth of the 
heart the abiding unbroken assurance a ll 
the day: He that loved me, and ga,,e 
Himself for me, He lives in me; He is in 
very deed my life and my all. " I can 
do all things through Christ Who 
strengtheneth me." May God reveal 
to us that inseparable union between 
Christ and us in which the consciousness of 
Christ's presence may become as natural 
to us as the consciousness of our existence. 

i See, at the end of the book, a living t esti­
mony, under the heading, "The Life that 
Wins." 
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TWENTY-THIRD DAY. 

jfull <Ionsecratton. 
" Yea, verily, and I coitnt all things to 

be loss for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus my Lord."-PHIL. iii. 8. 

I N studying the promises Jesus gave 
to His disciples in the last night, 

the question comes, What was it that 
made just these men :fit and worthy 
of the high honour of being baptized 
with the Holy Ghost from heaven ? 
The answer is simple. When Christ 
called them, they forsook all and fol­
lowed Him. They denied themselves, 
even to the hating of their own life, and 
gave themselves to obey His commands. 
They followed Him to Calvary, and amid 
its suffering and death their hearts clung 
to Him alone. It was this that prepared 
them for receiving a share in His resur­
rection life, and so becoming :fitted here 
on earth to be filled with that Spirit, even 
as He received the fulness of the Spirit 
from the Father in glory. 

Just as Jesus Christ had to sacrifice all 
to be wholly an offering to God, so all His 
people, from Abraham and Jacob, and 
Joseph downward to His twelve disciples, 
have had to be men who had given up all 
to follow the Divine leading, and lived 
separated unto God, ere the Divine power 
could fulfil His purposes through them. 

It was thus with Paul too. To count all 
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things but loss for Christ was the keynote 
of His life, as it must be that of ours, if 
we are to share fully in the power of His 
resurrection. But how little the Church 
understands that we have been entirely 
redeemed from the world, to live wholly 
and only for God and His love. As the 
merchantman who found the treasure in 
the field had to sell all he had to purchase 
it, Christ claims the whole heart and the 
whole life and the whole strength, if we 
are indeed to share with Him in the 
victory through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. The law of the kingdom is un­
changeable ; all things loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus my Lord. 

The disciples had to spend years with 
Christ t o be prepared for Pentecost. 
Christ calls us to walk ever y day in the 
closest union with Himself, to abid e in 
Him without ceasing, and so to live as 
those who are not their own, but wholly 
His. It is in th is we shall find the path 
to the fulness of the Spirit. 

Let our faith boldly believe that such 
a life is meant for us. Let our heart's 
fervent desire reach out after nothing less 
than this. Let us love the Lord our God 
and Christ our Saviour with our whole 
heart. We shall be more than con­
querors through Him i.hat loved us. 
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TV-'ENTY-FOURTH DAY. 

JEntire Sancttftcatton. 
"And the God of peace Hirnself sanctify 

you wholly ; and may your spirit and soul 
and body be prese·rved entire, without blame 
at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Faithful is He that calleth you, Who will 
also do it."-I THESS. v . 23, 24 . 

W HAT a promise! One would expect 
to sec all God's children clinging 

to it, claiming its fulfilment. Alas, un­
belief does not know what to think of it, 
and but few count it their treasure and 
joy. 

Just listen. God, the God of peace­
the peace He made by the blood of the 
cross, the peace that passeth all uncler­
stan ding, keeping our hearts and thoughts 
in Christ Jesus-none other but Himself 
can and will do it. This God of peace 
Himself promises to sanctify us, to 
sanctify us wholly, in Christ our sanctifi­
cation, in the sanctification of the Spirit. 
It is God who is doing the work. It is 
in close, personal fellowship wit h Goel 
Himself that we become holy. 

Ought not each of us to rejoice with 
exceeding joy at the prospect ? But it 
is as if the promise is too great, and so it 
is repeated and amplified . May your 
spirit-the inmost part of our being, 
created for fellowship with Goel-and 
your soul, the scat of the life and all its 
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powers-and body, through which sin 
entered, in which sin proved its power 
even unto death, but which h as b een 
redeem ed in Christ: spirit, soul, and 
body be preserved entire, without 
blame, at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

To prevent the possibility of a ny mis­
conception, as if it is too great to be 
literally true, the words are added : 
"Faithful is He that calleth you, 
Who will also do it." Yes, He hath 
said : "I the Lord have spoken it ; and I , 
in Christ and through the Holy Spirit, 
will do it ." All that H e asks is that we 
sha ll come and abide in close fellowship 
with H imself every day. As the heat of 
the sun shines on the body and warms it, 
the fire of His holiness will burn in us, 
and make us holy. Child of God, b eware 
of unbelief. It dishonours God ; it robs 
your soul of its h eritage. Take refuge 
in 1.he word : "Faithful is He that 
calleth you, Who will also do it." 
Let ever y thought of your high and 
holy calling wake the r esponse: "Faith­
ful is He that calleth you, Who will 
also do it." Y es, He will do it; and He 
will give me grace so to abide in His 
nearness that I can ever he under the 
cover of His perfect peace, and of the 
holiness which He a lone can give. 0 my 
soul, He will do it. 

"All things are possible to him that 
believeth." I believe, Lord; help my 
unbelief. 
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TWENTY-FIFTH DAY. 

l.tbe J5!:ceetling <Breatness of 1bts 
l!)ower. 

" I cease not to make mention of you 
in my prayers; that the God of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 
unto you a spirit of wisdom and revelation ; 
having the eyes of your heart enlightened, 
that ye may know what is the exceeding 
greatness of His power to us-ward who 
believe, according to that working of the 
strength of His might which He wrought 
in Christ, when He raised Him from the 
clead."-EPH. i. 16-20. 

H
ERE we have again one of the great 

texts in regard to which faith has to 
be exercised-words that will make our 
faith large and strong and bold. Paul is 
writing to men who had been scaled with 
the Holy Spirit. And yet he felt the need 
of unceasing prayer for the enlightening of 
the Spirit, that they might know in truth 
what the mighty power of Goel was that 
was working in them. It was nothing 
less than the very same power, the 
working of the strength of His might, by 
which He raised Christ from the dead. 

Christ died on the tree under the weight 
of the sin of the world and its curse. 'iVhen 
He descended into the grave. it was under 
the weight of all that sin, and the power 
of that death which had apparently 
mastered Him. What a mighty working 
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of the power of God, to raise that Man out 
of the grave to the power and the glory 
of H is throne. And now it is that very 
same power, in the exceeding greatness of 
it toward us who b elieve that, by the teach­
ing of the Holy Spirit, we are to know as 
working in us every day of our life. The 
Lord Who said to Abraham, " I am God 
Almighty, nothing is too hard for Me," 
comes to us with the message that what 
He did, not only in Abraham, but in 
Christ J esus, is the pledge of what He 
is doing every moment in our hearts 
and will do effectually , if w e but learn 
to trust Him. 

It is by that Almighty power that the 
risen and exalted Christ can be revealed 
in our hearts, as our life and our strength. 
How little believers believe this ! Oh, 
let us cry to God, let us trust God for His 
Holy Spirit to enable us to claim nothing 
less every day than the exceeding great­
ness of this resurrection power working 
in us. 

And let us very specially pray for all 
believers around us and throughout the 
Church that they may have their eyes 
opened to the wonderful vision of God's 
Almighty resurrection power working in 
them. And let ministers, like Paul, 
make this a matter of continual inter­
cession for those among whom they 
labour. \¥hat a difference it would 
make in their ministry, the unceasing 
prayer for the Spirit to reveal the power 
that dwells and works in them. 
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TWENTY-SIXTH DAY. 

'\!be J-n~welling llbrtst. 

" That Christ may dwell in your heart 
by faith."-EPH. iii. 14-19. 

T HE great privilege that separated 
Israel from other nations was this : 

they had God dwelling in their midst, 
His Home in the Holiest of all, in the 
tabernacle and the temple. The New 
Testament is the d ispensation of the 
indwelling God in the heart of His people . 
As Christ said (John xiv. 21, 23), "If a man 
keep My words, he it is that loveth me; 
and My Father will love him, and I will 
love him, and we will come to him, and 
make our abode with him "-what Paul 
calls " The riches of the glory of this 
mystery among the Gentiles, which is 
Christ in you, the hope of glory." Or, as 
he says of himself, "Christ liveth in me." 

The Gospel-the dispensation of the 
indwelling Christ. How few Christians 
there are who believe or experience it ! 
Come and let us listen to Paul's teaching 
as to the way into the experience of this 
crowning blessin g of the Christian life. 

r. "I bow my knees to the Father, 
that He would grant you." The blessing 
must come from the Father to the suppli­
cant on the bended knee, for himself or 
for those for whom he labours. It is to 
be found in much prayer. 

2. "That He would grant you 
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according to the riches of His glory," 
-something very special and Divine-" to 
be strengthened with might by His 
Spirit in the inner man," to separate 
from sin and the world, to yield to 
Christ as Lord and Master, and to live 
that life of love to Christ and keeping 
His commandments to which the promise 
has been given : " The Father and I 
will come to him, and mak e our abode 
with him." 

3. "That Christ may dwell in your 
heart by faith. " It is in t he very nature 
of Christ, in His Divine omnipresence 
and love, to long for the heart to dwell 
in. As faith sees this and bows the k nee, 
and pleads with God for this great 
blessing, it receives grace to believe that 
the prayer is answered; and in that faith 
accepts the wonderful gift, so long thirsted 
for-Christ dwelling in the hear t by faith. 

4. "That ye being rooted and 
grounded in love may be filled with 
all the fulness of God," as far as it is 
possible for man to experience it. 

Child of God, feed on the words the 
Holy Spirit has given here . Meditate, 
with strong desire and childlike faith, on 
what the Father, and the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit have undertaken to work in 
you. Hold fast the confident assurance 
that Goel will do abundantly above what 
we can ask or think. 

Christ speaks to you : "According 
unto your faith be it unto you." 
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TWENTY-SEVENTH DAY. 

C:brtsttan JDerfectton. 

" The God of peace make you perfect in 
every good work to do His will, working 1·n 
you that which is well-pleasing in His sight, 
throitgh Jesus Christ."-HEB. xiii. 20, 2I. 

PREPARE your heart, my reader, for 
a large and strong faith, here again 

to take in one of those promises of God, 
as high above all our thoughts as the 
heaven is above the earth. 

You know what a wonderful exposition 
we have in the Epistle to the Hebrews of 
that eternal redemption which Christ our 
great High Priest, the Mediator of the 
new covenant, worked out for us through 
the shedding of His precious blood. The 
writer of the Epistle closes his whole 
argument, and all its deep spiritual 
teaching with the benediction-" The 
God of peace "-listen, " make you perfect 
in every good work to do His will." 
Does not that include everything ? Can 
we desire more ? Yes, listen-" working 
in you that which is well-pleasing in His 
sight," and that through Jesus Christ. 

The great thought here is that all that 
Christ had wrought out for our redemp­
tion, and all that God had done in raising 
Him from the dead, was just with the 
one object that He might now have free 
scope for working out in us that ever­
lasting redemption which Christ had 
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brought in. He Himself ·as God the 
Omnipotent ever-working, will make us 
perfect in every good work. And if we 
want to know in what way, we have the 
answer : By H is working within us that 
which is well-pleasing in His sight. And 
that through Jes us Christ. 

All that we have been taught about the 
completeness of the salvation in Christ, 
and our call to look on Him, to follow 
Him, is here crowned and finds its con­
summation in the blessed assurance, 
God Himself takes such an entire charge 
of the man who really trusts Him, that 
He Himself will through Jes us Christ 
work all that is well-pleasing in His sight. 

The thought is too high, the promise is 
too large; we cannot attain to it. And 
yet there it is, claiming, stimulating our 
faith. It calls us just to take hold of the 
one truth-the everlasting God works in 
me every hour of the day through Jesus 
Christ . I have just one thing to do, to 
yield myself into God's hands for Him 
to work. Not to hinder Him by my 
working, but in a silent adoring faith to 
be assured that He Himself through 
Jesus Christ will work in me all that is 
well-pleasing in His sight. " Lord, in­
crease our faith ! " 
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TWENTY-EIGHTH DAY. 

'crbe <Bot> ot all <Brace. 

" The God of all grace, Who called you 
unto His eternal glory in Christ, shall 
Himself perfect, stablish, strengthen you, 
after ye have sufjered a little while."­
I PETER v. IO. 

1 "X TE know how the Epistle to the 
V V Hebrews gathers up all its teach­

ing in that wonderful promise, " the Goel 
of peace perfect you in every good work." 
Peter does the same thing here : " The 
God of all grace perfect, stablish, 
strengthen you." Goel Himself is to be 
the one object of our trust, clay by day; 
as we think of our work, of our needs, of 
our life and all our hearts' desire, Goel 
Himself must be the one object of our 
hope and trust. 

Just as Goel is the centre of the universe, 
the one source of its strength, the one 
Guide that orders and controls its move­
ments, so Goel must have the same place 
in the life of the believer. With every 
new clay the first and chief thought ought 
to be-Goel, God alone, can fit me this 
clay to live as He would have me. 

And what is now to be our position 
towards this God ? Do we not feel that 
the first thought of every day ought to 
be the humble placing of ourselves in His 
hands to confess our absolute helplessness, 
and to yield ourselves in childlike surrender 
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to receive from Him the fulfilme"nt of such 
promises as these : "The God of peace 
perfecting you in every good work" : 
"the God of all grace perfecting, 
stablishing, strengthening you"? • 

Some of us have learned in the little book, 
The Secret of Adoration, how absolutely 
indispensable it is to meet God every 
morning and give Him time to reveal 
Himself and to take charge of our life for 
the day. Is not this just what we have 
to do with these wond erful words of 
Peter ? Un t il it b e an understood t hing 
between God and ourselves : B lessed 
Father, in view of the life and work of 
this new <lay, my heart is resting on 
Thee; my hope is in Thy Word: "The 
God of peace perfect you in every 
good work": "the God of all grace 
perfect, stablish, strengthen you." 

By Thy grace may this henceforth be 
ihe spirit in which I awake every morning 
to go out to my work, humbly trusting in 
the word : "God shall Himself perfect 
you. The Lord will perfect that which 
concerneth me." 

Ever blessed Father, be pleased, I 
beseech Thee, to open the eyes of T h y 
children to the v ision that even as Thy 
Son was perfected for evermore, so Thou 
art waiting to work in each of us that 
work of perfecting Thy saints in which 
Thy glory will be seen. 

57 



TWENTY-NINTH DAY. 

'!Rot Sinning. 

" Ye know that He was manifested to 
take away sins; and in Him is no sin. 
Whosoever abideth in Him sinneth not."-
1 JOHN iii. 5, 6. 

JOHN had taken deep into his heart and 
life the words that Christ had 
spoken in t h e last night, on abiding 

in Him. He ever remembered how the 
Lord had six times over spoken of loving 
Him and keeping His commandments as 
the way to abiding in His love, and 
receiving the indwelling of the Father 
and the Son. And so in this Epistle in 
h is old age the abiding in Christ is one of 
the key-words of the life it promises 
(John ii . 6, 24, 28; iii . 6, 24; iv. 13, 16). 

In our text John teaches how we can 
be kept from sinning : " He that abideth 
in Christ sinneth not." Though there be 
sin in our nature, the abiding in Christ, 
in Whom is no sin, does indeed free us 
from the power of sin and enables us day 
by day to live so as to please God. Of 
the Lord J esus it is written that He had 
said of the Father (John viii. 29): "I do 
always those things that please Him." 
And so John writes in the Epistle : " Be­
loved, if our heart condemn us not, we 
have boldness toward God; and whatso­
ever we ask, we receive of Him, because 
we keep His commandments and do 
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the things that are pleasing in His 
sight." 

Let t h e soul that longs to be free from 
the power of sin take these simple but 
far-reaching words : " In Him is no sin," 
and "of Goel I am in Him." "He that 
establisheth us in Christ is Goel." As I 
seek to abide in Him in Whom there is no 
sin, Christ will indeed live out His own 
life in me in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
and fit me for a life in which I always do 
the t hings t hat are pleasing in His sight. 

Dear child of Goel , you arc called to a 
life in which faiih, great faith, strong 
faith, continuous and unbroken faith, in 
the Almighty power of Goel is your one 
hope. As you clay by clay take time and 
y ield yourself to the Goel of peace, Who 
perfects you in every good work to do 
His will, y ou will experience that what 
ihc heart has not conceived is what Goel 
ind eed works in ihcm that wait for Him. 

"He that abideth in Him, sinneth not." 
The promise is sure: Goel the Almighty 
is pledged that He will work in you what 
is well-pleasing in His sight, through 
Christ Jesus. In that faith, abide in 
H im . 

"Whosoever abideth in Him, 
sinneth not." 

"Have I not said unto thee that, if 
thou believest, thou shalt see the 
glory of God?" 
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THIRTIETH DAY. 

©\?ercomtng tbe 'Wlorlt>. 

" Who is he that overcometh the world, 
but he that believeth that ] esus is the Son of 
God."-r JOHN v. 5. 

CHRIST had spoken strongly on the 
world hating Him. His Kingdom 

and the kingdom of this world were in 
deadly hostility. J ohn had un derstood 
t he lesson, and summed up all in the 
words: "We know that we are of God, 
and the whole world licth in wicked­
ness." "Love not the world, nor the 
t hings that arc of the world. If any man 
love the world, the love of the Father is 
not in him." 

John also teaches u s what the r eal 
nature and power of the world is : the 
lust of the flesh, with its self-pleasing; 
the lust of the eyes, with its seeing and 
seeking what there is in the glory of the 
world; and the pride of life , with its self­
cxaltation. We find these three marks 
of what the world is in Eve in Paradise. 
She " saw that the tree was good for 
food, and that it was pleasant to the 
eyes, a nd a tree to be desired to make one 
wise." Through the body, and t h e eyes, 
and the pride of w isdom, the world 
acquired t he mastery over her and over 
us. 

The world still exerts a terrible influ ence 
over the Christian who docs not know 
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that in Christ he has been crucified to 
the world. In t h e pleasure in eating and 
drinking, in the love and enjoyment of 
what there is to be seen of its glory, and 
in all that constitutes the pride of life, 
the power of this world proves itself. 
And most Christians are either utterly 
ignorant of the danger of a worldly spirit, 
or fee l themselves utterly impotent to 
conquer it. 

Christ left us with the great far-reaching 
promise: "Be of good cheer , I have 
overcome the world. " As the child of 
God abides in Christ and seeks to live 
the heavenly life in the power of the Holy 
Spirit, he may confidently count on the 
power to overcome the world. " Who is 
he that overcometh the world, but he 
that believeth that Jesus is the Son of 
God? " " I live by the faith of the 
Son of God, Who loved me, and gave 
Himself for me" ; this is the secret of 
daily, h ourly victory over the world and 
all its secret, subtle temptation. But it 
needs a heart and a life entirely possessed 
by the faith of Jes us Christ to maintain 
the victor's attitude at all times. Oh, my 
brother, take time to ask whether you do 
with your whole heart believe in the 
victory that faith gives over the world. 
Put your trust in the mighty power of 
Goel, in the abiding presence of Jesus, as 
the only pledge of certain and continual 
victory. 

" Believest t hou t h is ? " Yea, Lord, 
I believe. 
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THIRTY-FIRST DAY. 

3-esus tbe '.l:lutbor anti ]perfecter of 
our jfaitb. 

" Lord, I believe; help Thou mine un­
belief."-MARK ix. 24. 

W HAT a treasure of encouragement 
these words contain. Our Lord 

had said to the father of the possessed 
child, who had asked for His help : " If 
thou canst believe, all things are possible 
to him that believeth." The father felt 
that Christ was throwing the responsibility 
on him·. If he believed, the child could be 
healed. And he felt as if he had not such 
faith. But as he looked in the face of 
Christ, he felt assured that the love which 
was willing to heal, would also be ready 
to help with his faith and graciously 
accept even its feeble beginnings. And 
he cried with tears : " Lord, I believe; 
help Thou mine unbelief." Christ heard 
the prayer, and the child was healed. 

What a lesson for us who have so 
often felt, as we listened to the wonderful 
promises of God, that our faith was too 
feeble to grasp the precious gift. And 
here we receive the assurance that the 
Christ Who waits for our faith to do its 
work is a Saviour Who Himself will 
care for our faith. Let us come, how­
ever feeble our faith may be, and, 
though it be with tears, cry : " Lord, I 
believe; help Thou mine unbelief." And 
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Christ will accept the prayer that puts its 
trust in Him. Let us bring it into exercise, 
even though it be but as a mustard seed ; 
in contact with Christ the feeblest faith 
is made strong and bold. Jesus Christ 
is the Author and Perfecter of our faith. 

Dear Christian, I pray you, as you read 
God's wonderful promises and long to 
have them fulfilled, remember the grain 
of mustard seed. However small, if it 
be put into the ground and allowed to 
grow, it becomes a great tree. Take the 
hidden feeble seed of the little faith you 
have, with the Word of promise on which 
you are resting ; plant it in your heart. 
Give utterance to it in the contact with 
Jesus Christ and fervent prayer to Him; 
He will in very deed accept of the feeble 
trembling faith that clings to Him and 
will not let Him go. A feeble faith in an 
Almighty Christ will become the great 
faith that can remove the mountains. 

We saw in Abraham how God took 
charge of his faith and trained him to 
become strong in faith, giving glory to 
God. Count most confidently on the 
desire of Christ to strengthen your faith. 
And in answer to the question that each 
time comes again, " Believest thou that 
I can do this ? " let your heart confidently 
say : "Yea, Lord, I do believe." Praise 
God ! I have a Christ Who not only waits 
to give the full possession of the heavenly 
life and the blessings of the covenant, but 
a Christ Who secretly works in me the faith 
that can claim it all. 
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THE LIFE THAT WINS 
(ABRIDGED ) 

BY DR. C. G. TRUMBULL 
(Editor o/t!te American" Sunday Sclwol Times") 

[There is nothing like a living witness 
to a truth, to help to its right itnderstanding 
and to rouse faith in its being in very deed 
within our reach. Dr. Trumbull tells the 
story of his having !mown more than most 
men about failure and conscious "short­
coming in his Christian life . The conscious 
needs of his life before there came the e;~­

perience of Christ, of which I would telt, 

were definite enough.] 

T HERE were areat fluctuations in 
my spiritual 

0

life, in , my conscious 
closeness of fellowship with God. At 
times God would seem very close, and 
my spiritual life deep ; but it would not 
last. Sometimes by some single failure 
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before temptation, sometimes by a gradual 
downhill process, my best experiences 
would be lost, and I would find myself 
on the lower levels. 

Another conscious lack of my life was 
in the matter of failure before besetting 
sins. I had prayed, oh, so earnestly, 
and yet the habitual deliverance had not 
come. A third conscious lack was in the 
matter of dynamic, convincing spiritual 
power, that would work changes in other 
men's lives. I was doing a lot of Christian 
work, at times personal work, the hardest 
of all : talking with people, one by one, 
about giving themselves to my Saviour. 
Once in a great while, I would see a little 
in the way of results, of course, but not 
much . I did not see lives revolutionized, 
turned into firebrands for Christ ; and it 
seemed to me I ought to. Other men 
did ; why not I ? I comforted myself 
with the old assurance that it was not for 
me to see results. But that did not satisfy 
me, and I was sometimes heartsick over 
the spiritual barrenness of my Christian 
service. 
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After a time, I began to get intimations 
that certain men to whom I looked up as 
conspicuous! y blessed in their Christian 
service seemed to have a conception or 
consciousness of Christ that I did not 
have; that was beyond any thought of 
Christ I ever had. 

I rebelled at the suggestion, when it 
first came to me. How could anyone 
have a better idea of Christ than I ? Did 
I not believe that in Him alone was eternal 
life ; and was I not trying to live in His 
service, giving my whole life to Him ? 

Did I not ask His help and guidance 
constantly, and believe that in Him was 
my only hope ? Was I not championing 
the very cause of the highest possible 
conception of Christ ? By conducting a 
symposium on the deity of Christ, in which 
the leading Bible scholars of the world 
testified to their personal belief in Christ 
as God, I knew that I needed to serve 
Him far better than I had ever clone; 
but that I needed a new conception of 
Him I would not admit. 

And yet the thought was ever returning. 
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As I heard or read a sermon of some 
preacher, I felt that he was beyond my 
depth. He was unfolding Christ in a 

way tbat I felt was utterly unknown to 
me. I felt that he was talking about a 

Christ Whom I simply did not know. 
One said that he counted his greatest 

spiritual asset his unvarying consciousness 

of the actual presence of J cs us. 
Some months later, I was in Edinburgh, 

attending the World Missionary Con­
ference. When I heard that Dr. R. F. 

Horton was to speak to men one Sunday 
afternoon on the resources of the Christian 
life, I went eagerly to hear him, in the 

hope that he would give a series of definite 
things that we could do to strengthen 

our Christian life. But his opening 

sentences showed me my mistake, while 

it made my heart leap with a new joy. 

What he said was something like this : 
" The resources of the Christian life, my 

dear friends, are just Jesus Christ." 

That was all ; but that was enough, 
though I had not grasped it yet. Later, 

as I talked with Dr. Horton, he said, 
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earnestly and simply: "If we would only 
step out upon Christ in a more daring 

faith, He could do so much for us." 
Before leaving Britain, I was again 

confronted with the thought that was 
beyond me-a Christ whom I did not 
yet know. In a sermon by a \Velsh 

minister, on the text, " To me to live is 
Christ," it was the same themu, Christ 

as the whole life and the only life. 
It was about the middle of August that 

a crisis came. I was attending a Young 
People's Missionary Conference, and was 
faced by a week of daily work there, for 
which I knew I was miserably, hopelessly 
unfit. The first evening, Bishop Oldham 

of India spoke on the Water of Life. He 
told how it was Christ's purpose that 

every follower of His should be a well­
spring of living gushing water of life to 
others, with continuous and irresistible 

flow. He described a little old native 
woman in the East, whose marvellous 

ministry in witnessing for Christ put to 

shame those of us who listened. Yet 

she had known Christ for only a year. 
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The next morning, Sunday, alone in 
my room, I prayed it out with God, as I 
asked Him to show me the way out. If 

there was a conception of Christ that I 
did not have, and that I needed, I asked 
God to give it me. And God in His long­
suffering, patience, forgiveness, and love 
gave me what I asked for. He gave me 
a new Christ, wholly new in the con­
ception and consciousness of Christ that 
now became mine. 

I realized for the first time that the 
many references in the New Testament 
to "Christ in you," "Christ our Life," 
" abiding in Christ," are literal, actual 
blessed facts, and not figures of speech. 
I had always known that Christ was my 
Saviour ; but I had looked upon Him as 
an external Saviour, one who did a saving 
work for me from the outside, helping 
me in all that I needed, giving me power 
and strength and salvation. 

But now I knew something better than 
that. At last I realized that Jesus Christ 
was actually and literally within me ; 
that He had constituted Himself my whole 
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life (save only my resistance to Him), my 

body, mind, soul, and spirit, my very 
self. Was this not better than having 

Him as a Helper; to have Him, Jesus 
Christ, God the Son, as my own very life? 

It meant that I need never ask Him to 
h elp me, as if He were one and I another; 
but rather, simply He was to do His work, 

His will, in me and with me and through 
me. My body was His, my mind His, 

my will His, my spirit His, literally a 
part o-E Hirn ; all He asked me to say was, 
" I have been crucified with Christ, and it 

is no longer I that live, but Christ liveth 
in me." And that is how I know for 
myself that there is a life that wins ; 

that it is the life of Jesus Christ, and that 
it may be our life for the asking, if we let 
Hirn-in absolute unconditional surrender 
of ourselves to Him, our wills to His will, 

making Him the Master of our lives, as 
well as our Saviour-enter in, occupy us, 

overwhelm us with Himself, yes, fill us 

with Himself "unto all the fulness of 
God." 

·what has the result been ? Did this 
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experience give me only a new intellectual 
conception of Christ, more interesting 
and more satisfying than before ? If it 
were only that, I should have little to 
tell you. No; from that hour to this it 
has meant a revolutionized, fundamentally 
changed life within and without. " If 
any man be in Christ," you know, "there 
is a new creation." 

The three great lacks of which I spoke at 
the opening have been miraculously met. 

I. There has been a sustained fellow­
ship with God, utterly different from 
anything I had ever known in all my life 
before . Christ has permitted no extended 
dreary fluctuations in my spiritual life. 

2. There has been habitual viciory 
over certain besetting sins, the old ones 
that used to throttle and wreck me. 
There is yet infinitely much ground to 
be occupied by Christ ; of that I am more 
painfully aware than ever I used to be. 
But many of the old constant and 
sickening soul-destroying failures arc clone 
away with by Him, and, as I have faith 
to believe, for ever. 
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3. And, lastly, the spiritual results in 
service have given me such a sharing of 
the joy of heaven as I never knew was 
possible on earth. Several of my most 
intimate friends, most of them mature 
Christians, have had their lives com­
pletely revolutionized by Christ, laying 
hold on Him in this new way and re­
ceiving Him unto all the fulncss of Goel. 

Two of these arc a mother and a son; 
the son, a young business man, twcnty­
fivc years old. Another is the general 
manager of one of the large business houses 
in Philadelphia, who is now letting Christ 
work out through Him in a new way into 
the lives of his many associates and 
salesmen. A white-haired man of more 
than seventy has found a peace in life 
and a joy in prayer that he had long ago 
given up as impossible for him. 

Life fairly teems with the evidences 
of what Christ is willing and able to do 
for other lives through anyone who just 
turns over the keys to His complete 
indwelling. 

Jesus Christ does not want to be our 
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Helper ; He wants to be our Life. He 

does not want us to work for Him ; He 

wants us to let Him do His work through 

us, using us as we use a pencil to write with. 
When our life is not only Christ's, but 

Christ, our life will be a winning life ; for 
He cannot fail. But remember, a life 

cannot win unless it serves. It is only a 
small part of life to overcome ; we must 
bear fruit in service, if we would really 

enter into life, and the joy of the life that 
is Christ. If we are not bearing fruit, 

constantly and habitually, as a life habit, 

we cannot ever do the lesser thing of 

habitual winning. 
The conditions of thus receiving Christ 

as the fulness of the life seem to be 

three-after, of course, complete con­
fession of sin and our personal acceptance 

of Christ as our Saviour from the guilt, 
power, and consequence of our sin. 

r. Absolute and unconditional sur­

render to Christ as Master of all that we 
arc and all that we have. 

2. Asking God for this gift of the fulness 

of Christ as our life . 
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3. Believing, then, that God has done 
what we have asked-not will do, but has 
done it. Upon this third step, the quiet 

act of faith, all may depend. Faith must 
be willing to believe God in entire absence 
of any feeling or evidence. For God's 

Word is safer, better, and surer than any 

evidence of His Word. 
And remember that Christ Himself is 

better than any of His blessings, better 

ihan the power, or the victory, ~r the 
service that He grants . Christ creates 

spiritual power, but Christ is better than 
that power. He is God's best ; He is 

God ; and we may have this best ; we 

may have Christ, yielding to Him in 
such completeness and abandonment of 
self, that it is no longer we that live, but 

Christ liveth in us. Will you thus take 
Him? 
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